Carcinoma of the hard palate.
Thirteen patients with primary carcinoma of the hard palate were seen over an 18-year period at the Mallinckrodt Institute of Radiology. Nine patients had adenoid cystic carcinoma, three had squamous cell carcinoma, and one patient had mucoepidermoid carcinoma. The median tumor size was 3 cm3. The patients were clinically staged: T = 1, T2 = 5, T3 = 3, T4 = 4. All were N0M0. Ten patients underwent excision and postoperative irradiation. The remaining three patients were treated definitively with radiotherapy. The 10-year disease-free survival is 77% with an actuarial local control rate of 92%. Patients with negative surgical margins had an improved local control and disease-free survival. Duration of radiation therapy, total tumor dose or histology had no impact on outcome. We conclude that combined surgery and irradiation gives good 10-year local control and disease-free survival rates in patients with this disease.